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Parents in action

During the COVID-19 pandemic, measures are being introduced into maternity care in Croatia that are
not based on evidence or on the recommendations of global medical organisations. This project will
strengthen Roda’s watchdog capacities, to advocate for the implementation of evidence-based
guidelines in maternity care. The project’s objective is to strengthen Roda’s position as a watchdog CSO
in the field of women’s reproductive rights during and after the COVID-19 pandemic and to empower
women to advocate for their rights in the healthcare system. The activities are: A1. Qualitative research,
analysis of the situation and guidelines and preparation of thematic report, A2. Advocacy activities
towards institutions in order to ensure evidence-based maternity care, A3. Result dissemination. The
project contributes to the impact Strengthened advocacy/watchdog role of CSOs and other expected
impacts Increased support for human rights and Increased democratic culture, civic awareness and
engagement. The target groups are the Ministry of Health of Croatia, professional organisations in the
field of maternity care, CSOs active in the field of women’s rights, women and the media. The Ministry
of Health is slow to receive and adapt to and further communicate information on new evidence-based
practices and must be regularly informed about, and used as a tool to advocate for changes in
professional guidelines. Women of reproductive age will be empowered to actively participate.
Alongside Roda, 15 other CSOs that are active in the field of women’s rights, but are not well-versed on
these specific areas, will improve their capacity as watchdog CSOs in the area of implementing
professional guidelines in maternity care during the pandemic. The Ombudswoman for Gender Equality
is a project partner and will use the power of her office to advocate for these issues, which are often

only considered medical issues, to also be considered through the lens of women’s human rights.
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